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I am pleased to invite you to the twenty-seventh Annual General Meeting of the North East England 
Chamber of Commerce. 

Following the diversification of all Chamber events during the pandemic, this year’s AGM will be one 
of our first major face-to-face events, as we reintroduce these to our programme. 

You will find the AGM Notice and voting details set out in this document. This includes a Quick Vote 
facility to support the Board’s recommendations and the option of appointing a representative to 
vote on your behalf. This year we are bringing some changes to the Chamber’s Articles of Association 
to the AGM for members’ approval; a summary of the changes is provided on the final page of this 
document and a copy of the draft articles can be found at www.neechamber.co.uk/agm.

As a member of the Chamber, you own a stake in this unique organisation. It is important to ensure 
that you have a say in how it is run on your behalf. 

Voting will take place online following the success of last year’s format. Online voting maximises 
engagement with members and ensures those unable to attend the AGM meeting can cast their 
vote. 

If you are able to attend the AGM you can book online at www.neechamber.co.uk/events, if not, do 
your vote online. My colleagues and I look forward to seeing you online on face to face very soon.

Best wishes,

David Langley
Chief Operating Officer & Company Secretary

North East England Chamber of Commerce 
Annual General Meeting 

Book here

Vote here

http://www.neechamber.co.uk/agm
http://www.neechamber.co.uk/agm
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/9XWDRP2
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/9XWDRP2


Notice is herby given that the Annual General 
Meeting (“Meeting”) of North East England 
Chamber of Commerce (“the Chamber”) will 
be held at Beacon of Light, Stadium Way, 
Sunderland, SR5 1SN on 21 September 2021 at 
10:00am.

You will be asked to consider and vote on the 
following resolutions which will be proposed as 
ordinary resolutions and special resolutions (as 
indicated):

ORDINARY RESOLUTIONS

1. To accept the notice convening the Annual 
General Meeting. 

2. To accept apologies for absence. 

3. To approve the minutes of the preceding 
Annual General Meeting of the Chamber held 
on Thursday 6 August 2020. 

4. To receive accounts for the year ended 31 
December 2020 (attached). A full set of Financial 
Statements is included in the Chamber Annual 
Report 2020 and they can also be viewed online 
by clicking here. 

5. To re-appoint MHA Tait Walker as auditors to 
hold office from the conclusion of the meeting 
until the conclusion of the next general meeting 

of the Chamber at which accounts are laid and 
to authorise the Board to fix their remuneration. 

SPECIAL RESOLUTIONS

6. That the draft articles of association (“New 
Articles”) produced to the Meeting and attached 
to this notice be adopted as the Articles of 
Association of the Company in substitution for, 
and to the exclusion of, the existing Articles of 
Association.

7. That, not withstanding the terms of the 
New Articles, the term of office of the Current 
President of the Chamber be extended from 
two years to three years as if article 14.7.3(b) of 
the New Articles did not apply to such term of 
office of the current President of the Chamber 
only.

ORDINARY RESOLUTIONS

8. That, in accordance with section 239 of the 
Companies Act 2006, the remuneration paid by 
the Chamber to the Chair of the Chamber for 
the period ending on the date of adoption of 
the New Articles, in breach of article 12.18 of the 
existing Articles of Association of the Company 
be confirmed, approved and ratified by the 
members of the Company.

9. Pursuant to article 14.7 of the Articles to 
appoint for a 2-year term:

As Chair of the North of Tyne Sub-Regional 
Committee

John Johnstone (Bernicia Group)

As Representatives of the North of Tyne Sub-
Regional Committee

Tony Gates (Northumberland National Park)

Suzie Robson (Newcastle University)

As Representatives of the South of Tyne, 
Durham and Wearside Committee

Mark Dowdall (The Banks Group Limited)

Natasha McDonagh (MMC Research & 
Marketing)

Alan Metcalf (Zenith People)

As Elected Members

Laura Hepburn (Greenology Teesside)

Ross Smith (Northumbrian Water Group)
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10. Pursuant to article 14.5 of the Articles to 
re-appoint for a subsequent 2-year term

As Tees Valley Committee Chair

Patrick Masheder (Real Results Marketing)

As Representatives of the Tees Valley 
Committee

Mike Lyons (Fujifilm Diosynth)

As Elected Members:

Andrew Davidson (Muckle LLP)

Aneela Ali (LNER)

Rachel Chambers (Driving the Electric 
Revolution Centre)

Martijn Gilbert (Go North East)

Paul Ryan (Bruker JV UK)

11. Pursuant to article 14.5 of the Articles to 
re-appoint for a final 2-year term up to the 
maximum time limit for their current position 
on Council:

As Vice President

Andrew Haigh (Newcastle Building Society)

As Representatives of the Tees Valley 
Committee

Darren Hankey (Hartlepool College)

As Elected Members

Gill Courtney (Wessington Cryogenics)

Richard Swart (Berger Closures)

Alan Ferguson (Fergusons Transport)

Malcom Copland (Greggs)

Deb Walton (Palintest)

12. Pursuant to article 14.5 of the Articles to 
re-appoint for a final 1-year term up to the 
maximum time limit for their current position 
on Council:

As Elected Members

Nagma Ebanks-Beni (Prima Cheese)

Graeme Mason (Newcastle International Airport)

Marianne Whitfield (Metrology Software 
Products)

BY ORDER OF THE COUNCIL 

David Langley SECRETARY 

DATE: 10 August 2021

Registered Office: Aykley Heads Business 
Centre, Durham DH1 5TS 

Note: A member entitled to attend and vote at 
the meeting convened by the above notice is 
entitled to appoint another person as his proxy 
to attend and to exercise all or any of his rights 
and to speak and vote at this meeting. A form 
of proxy is available on the online AGM Voting 
Form available here. 

Completion of the proxy does not preclude a 
member from subsequently attending and 
voting at the meeting in person if he or she so 
wishes.
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Meeting held Online 

1. Present:  

L Moody MBE President  
G Courtney MBE Vice-President  
L Winskell OBE Chairman  
J Ramsbotham CBE Chief Executive  
D Langley Chief Operating Officer  

Together with 133 attendees including Chamber 
members and members of the Council, joining 
the event.

2. President’s Review 

Lesley Moody commented that the AGM was 
taking place in unprecedented circumstances, 
familiar now but unimaginable at the AGM last 
year. She commented that times will continue 
to be tough for businesses over the coming 
months but the Chamber will be there to offer 
support and mentioned the Member Relief 
Fund that Members had made use of. She 
praised the Members and Chamber Team and 
concluded by saying the Chamber has provided 
business support for over 200 years and we will 
continue to be there for our members. 

3. Notice  
The notice convening the AGM was taken as 
read.  

4. Apologies  

Apologies were taken as read. 

5. Minutes  

The minutes of the meeting held on 23 May 
2019 were approved as a true record. 

6. Accounts 

It was proposed by Deborah Walton 
(Palintest Ltd) and seconded by Alix Bolton 
(Northumbrian Water Group Limited) that the 
accounts for the year ended 31 December 2019, 
previously available online as part of the AGM 
notice, be approved. There being no questions 
the accounts were unanimously approved. 

7. Appointment of Auditors  

The resolution to appoint Tait Walker as auditors 
to hold office from the conclusion of the 
meeting until the conclusion of the next Annual 
General Meeting of the Chamber, at which 

accounts are laid and to authorise the Board to 
fix their remuneration, was proposed by Mike 
Wade (Hodgson Sayers Ltd) and seconded by 
Simon Wake (Endeavour Partnership LLP) and 
unanimously approved.  

8. Election of President  

Pursuant to Article 14.4.1 of the Articles of 
Association of North East England Chamber of 
Commerce, it was proposed by Lucy Winskell 
OBE (Northumbria University and Chairman of 
the Chamber) seconded by Alan Ferguson OBE 
(Fergusons Transport Ltd) and unanimously 
agreed that Lesley Moody MBE (AES Digital) be 
elected President. 

9. Election of other Officers  

It was proposed by the President, Lesley Moody 
MBE, seconded by John Johnston (Bernicia) and 
unanimously agreed that: Gill Courtney MBE 
(Wessington Cryogenics) be re-elected as Vice-
President, Andrew Haigh (Newcastle Building 
Society) be elected as Vice-President, Tara 
Stonehouse (KPMG LLP) be elected Chair of the 
Audit Committee.  
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10. Election of Council Members  

Pursuant to Article 14.4.2 of the Articles of 
Association of North East England Chamber 
of Commerce, it was proposed by Paul Ryan 
(Bruker UK Ltd) seconded by Richard Swart 
(Berger Closures) and unanimously agreed that 
the following members retiring by rotation be re-
appointed to Council:  

Lucy Winskell OBE (Northumbria University) 
Neil Barker (Embark Architecture) 
Patrick Masheder (Real Results Marketing)  
Alan Ferguson (Fergusons Transport) 
Malcolm Copland (Greggs )
Nagma Ebanks-Beni MBE (Prima Cheese)
Deborah Walton (Palintest) 
Emily Cox (Lloyds Bank) 
Graeme Mason (Newcastle International Airport) 
Marianne Whitfield (Metrology Software 
Products) 

Pursuant to Article 14.7 of the Articles of 
Association of North East England Chamber of 
Commerce, it was proposed by Emma Gaudern  
seconded by Darren Hankey (Hartlepool College 
of Further Education) and unanimously agreed 
that the following members be appointed to 
Council:  

Alix Bolton (Visualsoft) 
Andrew Haigh (Newcastle Building Society) 
Aneela Ali (LNER) 
Martijn Gilbert (Go North East)  
Rachel Chambers (Driving the Electric 
Revolution Centre )

11. Chief Executives Review 

James Ramsbotham reviewed the break with 
tradition and delay of the AGM as the Chamber 
had been focusing on recent events (Pandemic), 
how the Chamber provided daily updates and 
how we adapted to a virtual world of events. 
He ended his review by thanking Members, 
sponsors Learning Curve Group (President’s 
Club) and Durham University (QES), Paul Moran 
as he hands over to Tara Stonehouse. James 
paid tribute to Lucy Winskell Chair for 6 years 
and Lesley Moody for her exceptional support. 
He closed by thanking Chamber staff for their 
support. 

12. Any other Business  

No other business raised.  

 



The Chamber Articles of Association were last 
updated in 2012 and we feel that a number of 
changes were necessary to bring these up to 
date, and further improve the governance of the 
Chamber. The full text of the updated articles 
is included with these papers however we 
would like to draw your attention to the most 
significant changes included here.

Sub-Regional Committees

The number of Sub-Regional Committees will 
change from four to three with committees 
covering the North of Tyne, South of Tyne, 
Durham and Wearside; and Tees Valley, with 
related changes in representation of these 
areas on the Chamber Board and Council. In 
future the Chamber Council will be able to 
make amendments to these Committees. These 
changes have been made to better align with 
the political geography of the region, and to 
give flexibility to adapt to further changes in the 
future.

Clarification of Terms of Offices

Appointment to Chamber Council will now 
be for fixed two year terms, with a maximum 
of one such term for the President, two for a 
Vice President and three for all other Council 
positions. Board appointments will be for a 

maximum of two 3 year terms. All provisions 
allowing extension beyond these terms have 
been removed. This change has been made to 
improve governance of the Chamber and to 
help make clearer the commitment for Board 
and Council members on appointment.

Payments to the Chair

The role of Chamber Chair has been a 
remunerated role for many years, however a 
previous amendment to the articles included 
a prohibition of these payments in error. This 
change is necessary to regularise the payments 
to the Chair. A resolution to approve the historic 
payments has also been proposed at the AGM.

 

Change to Chamber Articles


